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YouTube 'obituary' for anti-mosque councillor 
By Stephen Adams

One of the leading opponents of a plan to build Europe's biggest mosque near the London 
Olympics site has had an "obituary" about him put on YouTube.

YouTube asked to curb terror videos

The video, "In memory of Councillor Alan 
Craig", features the politician, who is a 
member of the Christian Peoples Alliance, his 
wife and two daughters.

The two-minute video, added by a man calling 
himself "abdullah1425", is set to the strains of 
Elvis Presley's song Always On My Mind. 

It ends with the message: "The mosque will be 
built in time for the 2012 Olympic Games."

Mr Craig, a councillor for Canning Town South 
ward in Newham borough, has upset some 
Muslim residents in the area with his 
resistance to plans for a 12,000 capacity 
"mega-mosque" at Abbey Mills, near West 
Ham tube station.

It is being proposed by the ultra-orthodox group Tablighi Jamaat, whose previous adherents 
include Glasgow airport bomber Kafeel Ahmed, shoe bomber Richard Reid and the July 7 
bombers Mohammad Sidique Khan and Shehzad Tanweer.

Until yesterday there was a web link from the Abbey Mills mosque website to abdullah1425's 
YouTube mini website, where he identifies himself as Muhammad, 23, from Stevenage, 
Herts. Yesterday Mr Craig said he refused to be intimidated by the clip, which he described as 
"an open invitation to take me out". 

He said: "It's either a sick joke or it's worse. Even if I don't worry about myself, to put my 
wife and two young children on there is particularly sick." 

Mr Craig said he had no problem with Muslims, but did object to Tablighi Jamaat's plan on the 
grounds of its alleged terror links.

In 2003 Michael Heimbach, the deputy chief of the FBI's international terrorism section, was 
quoted in the New York Times as saying: "We found that al-Qa'eda used them for recruiting, 
now and in the past."

A French counter-terrorism official has also called it the "antechamber of fundamentalism", 
claiming it acted as a stepping stone to more extremist action.

But the group, which began in India in 1927 and is heavily influenced by the puritanical 
Wahhabist movement, denies any involvement in terrorism.

According to the Abbey Mills mosque website it is a peaceful, apolitical movement that aims 
to "bring spiritual awareness to the world's Muslims, promote good morals, social integration 
and cultural exchange with other communities in the light of Islamic teachings".

A spokesman for the mosque bid said its trustees were unaware the "obituary" clip was on 
abdullah1425's YouTube site, and they were "very annoyed" about it. He said: "We are not 
responsible for the content of external websites. We totally condemn anyone who incites 
violence."

A Metropolitan Police spokesman said a complaint had been made about the video.
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